She has been pregnant twelve times. The first child, a girl, is alive and well (now aged 10 years). The. other pregnancies terminated about six weeks prematurely with a dead fcetus. The last child, however, lived five hours, and postmortem examination showed feetal ascites and jaundice.
I believe, with pregnancy.
She is now six months pregnant. There is a well-marked capillary telangiectasia affecting the whole of the face and the exposed part of the chest and, to a lesser degree, the backs of the forearms.
The possible causes of capillary dilatation during pregnancy would be (1) a functional disturbance of the liver (cp. capillary dilatation of the face with cirrhosis)
(2) abnormality of function of the stomach (cp. rosacea); (3) ovarian dysfunction.
Discus8ion.-The PRESIDENT said that when he was a medical registrar, a young woman was twice admitted to hospital because of a gastric ulcer. On each occasion, while the symptoms of the ulcer were pronounced, numerous, stellate nevi appeared, mainly on the trunk, disappearing spontaneously as the gastric condition improved. Dr. P. M. F. BISHOP said that jossibly this might be a manifestation of the excessive secretion of cestrin which occurred during pregnancy. Throughout pregnancy this cestrin secretion was above that of the normal menstrual cycle, the maximum being reached at term. Within five days of the termination of labour the figure dropped to normal. The main functions of the cestrin were associated with the development of the extra-ovarian genital organs, i.e. the vagina, breasts, vulva, endometrium, etc., and in each of these cases that development was aided by a localized dilatation of the vessels supplying these organs. On seeing this woman he thought that the circulation in the capillaries was more sensitive than in normal women, and the reaction took the form of this vascular dilatation due to the excessive secretion of cestrin during pregnancy. There was probably a predominance of the cestrin over the progestin factor, which latter was supposed to be concerned with the maintenance of pregnancy to term.
CEstrin might be injected in this case to see whether it was possible to bring about this telangiectasia; also the dilatation of the skin capillaries could be tested by pressure applied round the arm during pregnancy, and again afterwards.
Dr. DOWLING said that stellate nevi were a common accompaniment of pregnancy. Dr. PARKES WERER thought such a condition of telangiectasia of the face and elsewhere with pregnancy must be a great rarity, and if it was due to cestrin, why should this woman be, perhaps, the only woman in the world to show such a telangiectasia, as all women had excretion of cestrin in pregnancy? Dr. Dowling's remark was much to the point, because many of the telangiectases were similar to stellate ones where several coalesced. He hoped that proof would be forthcoming that the lesions disappeared between pregnancies.
Dr. S. E. DORE said cases had been described-in America chiefly-of multiple telangiectasis in Graves' disease, though he did not know that this had any bearing on the present 724 Proceedings of the Royal Sociey of Medicine 42 case. He did not know of a case in which telangiectasia occurred in pregnancy and cleared up so quickly after it.
Dr. FORMAN (in reply) said that he had not verified the patient's statement that the condition completely cleared up between pregnancies.
The President's case of telangiectases of the face with gastric ulcer was of extreme interest. It might be that there was an inherited lability of the capillaries in these cases.
